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Coming Together
Extend the Transition

Topics...
• What’s been happening ?
•
•
•
•
•

Local Community support- COVID
EURO Café & EU Citizens
On-going outreach through FB, Twitter, Instagram
Keeping connected through the Quiz Nights!
Creation of memes cartoons - holding the government to
account

• June Focus
• Deadline July 1st Extension of Transition & EU Citizen Support
• Holding the government to account
• We NEED Your Support!
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Why Extend ...?
This is a cause which everyone who cares about our country and communities needs to
take up.
• The Brexit Transition phase is due to end 31st December 2020.
• Under the terms of the Withdrawal Agreement, any extension to transition must be agreed before
1st July. Thereafter, the only options are to agree a trade deal (close to impossible) or to leave with a
NO DEAL.
• The “Australian style deal” currently being touted by the government is just a No Deal Brexit in
disguise. This means that many people do not know that this is a NO Deal or what the consequences of
crashing out of the EU without a deal would be.
• With the COVID crisis the last thing our country and economy needs is a further shock that could put
jobs and livelihoods at risk.

• Proper trade deals take time to negotiate. Do we capitulate to everybody just to say “we have
at trade deal” to find the terms are far worse than we had with the support of the E.U?
• We Need Your Help!
• To get the attention of government to do the right thing
• To help mobilise public opinion to make it clear to the government that they cannot play Russian
roulette with our jobs, livelihoods, communities and families.
• To use all the channels we do have: Letter Writing, Social Media, reaching out to family and friends.
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How - Letter writing
Resources: BestforBritain, European Movement, B4E, DevizesforEU - One-crisis-at-atime
Who: MP’s, Local Press, Business Community Contacts, Friends & Family
Style: Write about yourself and your passions, Keep it short
Sample Letters:
• https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BYRRQmUMdIqAWNXd9HcFcLDgcz81h1eA
• https://www.facebook.com/europeanmovementUK/
• https://devizesforeu.uk/one-crisis-at-a-time/

Resources: Mini Report – Report Trade Assoc & Businesses Call for Extension Or No
Deal
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Who - MP’s
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bracknell - James Sunderland (Cons)
Maidenhead - Teresa May (Cons)
Reading East - Matt Rodda (Labour)
Reading West – Alok Sharma (Cons)
Slough - Tanmanjeet Singh "Tan" Dhesi (Labour)
Wokingham - John Redwood (Cons)
Newbury – Laura Farris (Cons)
Windsor - Adam Afriye (Cons)
Basingstoke – Maria Miller (Cons)

https://www.writetothem.com/
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We have committed to write to
these MP’s

James Sunderland - Terry Enga,
Teresa May - Andy, Caroline, Lisette, Katherine,
Matt Rodda - Len, Carolyn, Glenys, Pauline, John, Caroline,
Cathy,
Alok Sharma - Stuart, Wendy,
Tan Dhesi - Matt,
Laura Ferris - ?
John Redwood - Peter L, Adrian B, Vanessa,
Adam Afriye - Rosie,
Maria Miller - Ed,
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Can We All commit – Press?
Len – Reading Chronical Sample

Refer to last week’s paper
“In response to the report that Coronavirus cases were rising in Reading last week, it is clear that this will preoccupy
us well into 2021 and beyond.
Keep it short – they’re more likely to print it
I would say it is time to accept that we can only deal with ONE crisis at a time;
some people would say even that is too much for the current government, and there is no way
we can cope on top of this with Brexit, especially if it will be without an EU trade deal.
We need to extend the Brexit transition period by two years to allow at least partial
recovery from the looming recession before any other economic changes. “
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Can We All Commit ?
Local Business, Organisations, NHS and Care
• Do they understand the significance of 30 June? – We need to tell them
• What does it mean for them? – They will know
• Encourage them to speak up
Additional Support
• We need support from other Stakeholders who will be effected by a no deal
Brexit
• Speak as their profession this often has a bigger impression with MPs than a
letter from an individual
• A letter stating “As a carer working the nursing home sector………” Will gather
attention
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Freedom of Information Requests
• Local Councils have No-Deal Brexit contingency plans based on pre-Coronavirus
assumptions.
• What are they doing to update these and what messages are they sending Central
Government?
• If we ask them about this they are obliged to reply. It only takes a simple letter.
• See http://askyourcouncil.uk/understanding-your-council/freedom-of-information/ for how to
do this, or use this example:
Dear Sir or Madam
Under the Freedom of Information Act, please provide me with a copy of:
• The Council’s planning for the possibility of the UK leaving the EU without a trade deal.
• Any documents relating to how this will change as a result of the impact of the Coronvirus.
• Communication you have had with Central Government in relation to these issues.
If my request is denied in full or in part, please justify these by reference to specific exemptions in the act. I will also expect you to release any nonexempt material. I reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to charge excessive fees.
I would prefer to receive the information electronically to this email address .
Please contact me if you require any further information. Please acknowledge receipt of this request, and I look forward to receiving the information
in the near future.
Yours faithfully…
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Social Media Warriors - Will you
join?
• Peter to kick off Social Media Warriors!
• Leveraging all our Channels : FB, Twitter, Instagram
• Join the Berkshire Whatsapp Group share feeds &
posts
• Potential Messages:
•
•
•
•

1 Crisis at a time
Pause the transition Focus on Covid-19. Focus on our NHS
One problem at a time.
Our NHS and our economy cannot cope with both a No Deal
Brexit and Covid19
• Pause the transition. Focus on our NHS.
• Save our economy. Save our NHS.
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Euro Café & EU Citizen Support – Will you join us?
Euro Café
• Friendly place for EU citizens and pro Europeans in Berkshire to meet and support
each other
• Launch event delayed due to lockdown
• Activity focussed on social media information sharing via video interviews until we can
meet
• Practical objective of highlighting settled status application deadlines and process
EU Citizens & Settled Status - 4 trained Settled Status Angels help support EU
Citizens SS applications
• Roz – Connecting Up CAB Wokingham & Settled Status team
• Carolyn - Outreach to Care Homes in the area identifying EU citizens - In Progress!
• Do you have contacts within Care Home Communities?
• Help!
• Can you help us reach Unions, Charities, Foodbanks,
and other organizations to identify EU citizens groups in the area?

Can You Commit!
• Letter Writing: MP’s,
• Letter Writing: Press,
• Letter Writing: Reaching out for support from Dr’s, Nursing and
Carers, Small Business Communities get their voices heard!
• Freedom of Information Requests
• Social Media Warriors!
• EU Citizen Outreach – internet searches, telephone
• Euro Café - Direct to the site!

THANK YOU!
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There are many pressure points for us to exploit
Truth twisters will be found out!
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THANK YOU!
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Sample Letter - Terry
•
Ms Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the IMF, has suggested that the UK and the EU should not ‘add to
the uncertainty’ from Coronavirus by refusing to extend the period to negotiate a post-Brexit trade deal. When
asked if she would advise an extension to trade talks she said: “My advice would be to seek ways in which this
element of uncertainty is reduced in the best interests of everybody; the UK, the EU and the whole world.”
I read that the Prime Minister’s spokesman has indicated “we will not ask to extend the transition period and if the
EU asks we will say no.”
I am upset that when we are confronted with a pandemic of alarming proportions and the economy predicted to
plunge to levels which have not been seen for some 300 years that the Government is behaving so stubbornly. To
refuse to accept the advice of the head of the IMF is arrogance that beggars belief.
Now is not the time to put extra strain on our economy. We are already looking at eye watering debt after the
Covid19 Pandemic. The Transition Period needs to be extended by two years, so that we can recover from that
crisis before imposing new stress upon weakened businesses. I urge you to use your influence to persuade the
Government to adopt a more pragmatic approach to these negotiations.
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Sample Letter - Len
One Crisis at a Time - Make time to secure a deal for the UK.
Firstly, I hope that you and your family are well. As you know, COVID-19 is a local health emergency as
well as a global pandemic. The Royal Berkshire Hospital had the first death in Britain. In the first week of
May the number of people dying in Reading increased by 50% with all the heartbreak that brings; a direct
result of Coronavirus.
Governments across Europe need to focus only on managing the current crisis. Brexit negotiations are a
distraction right now. Reports suggest that so far there have been no meaningful EU trade deal
negotiations and Government ministers are saying that there will be no extension. It looks like we are
heading for a damaging No-Deal Brexit.
Economists predict that we are at the start of three years of the worst recession in 300 years. Reading
business has always had a European outlook being host to the headquarters of several international
companies. Many of the five million people expected to lose their jobs will be in Reading.
This seems not to matter, as Brexiter Ministers insist on compounding the current economic collapse with
a catastrophic, ideological, No Deal Brexit on 31st December 2020.
Time and resources are very short. We should be looking to help solve shared European problems of
Covid19, not trying to use them to seek political advantage.
I would urge you to use your influence to persuade the Government to adopt a more pragmatic approach
to these negotiations and request an immediate two-year extension to Brexit trade talks.
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Sample Letter – Ed
Basingstoke Gazette – 22nd May
Dear Letters Editor,
The current EU trade deal negotiations are getting nowhere, and to distract the EU and its member states from handling Covid-19
now will prove counter-productive for any future deal. We face the worst recession in 300 years; our economy could take at least
three years to recover. Up to five million people could lose their jobs in the UK. Despite this, Brexiter Ministers and the ERG insist on
compounding this collapse with a catastrophic, ideological, No-Deal Brexit on 31st December 2020. Yet recent polling indicates two
thirds of the British public want the government to extend the negotiating period beyond the end of this year. This includes half of
all “leave” supporters.
Covid-19 is a global pandemic. Government should concentrate on the current crisis and avoid all distractions, especially a
damaging No-Deal Brexit nobody voted for. Covid-19 makes a nonsense of the exit timetable. Time and resources are very short for
a future EU trade deal. Instead, the Government should help solve shared problems of Covid19 with our European colleagues.
The Government must, belatedly, learn the lessons of the Cygnus report (2017) on pandemic preparedness. It should listen to the
Opposition parties, our EU friends, the IMF, the CBI, the British Chambers of Commerce, and our business leaders and scientists. It
must request an immediate two-year extension to the Brexit trade talks.
Yours sincerely
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